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Isn’t this fun? Seeing all
the exciting birds here in
Marakele National Park?

No, this is boring.
We should have gone to
the snake park instead.
Why couldn’t Milo

come along?

You know dogs are not
allowed in

national parks …
Shh!

Look here ...

No, that’s a
Cape Vulture.

Wow, that’s a big
bird. Is it an

eagle?

You mean those birds
that feed off dead
bodies? Gross!

There’s
nothing gross

about
vultures, son.
Remember
the ‘circle of
life’ talk
we had?

Yes, yes … Well, then
you’ll

remember
that all

animals are
important,

even
vultures, for
the circle of
life. And they
are very

interesting
creatures.

Eish. That’s quite
slow. No wonder
they wait for their
food to die first.

Did you know that they can fly at
50km an hour? And that they can

live for up to 25 years?

There are more
than 800
breeding

colonies right
here in Marakele
National Park.
That’s one of the
biggest breeding
colonies in the
whole world.

Uh … mom? I think
we’d better go.

Those vultures might
mistake us for a snack.

MELUSI AND MILO
Marakele's Cape Vultures
Melusi and his dog Milo (SANParks
unofficial envoys of conservation and
biodiversity) are always keen to teach
about the importance of nature.

Here Melusi visits Marakele and
learns a valuable lesson about one of
its main attractions - the vultures.
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